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A Consideration of the Conditions to Accept as Korean Traditional

Colors Using Obangsaek
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Abstract

Many studies and books treat the "obangsaek" as part of Korean traditional colors, consisting

of A(blue, sometimes refer to grue),
classified as jeongsaeks (right colors).
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A(red), &

(yellow), white, and black. Each color of them is

However, it is wondering if using obangsaek could be
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traditional because of the worldwide use of those colors. The concept of the obangsaek is
derived from the traditional East Asian belief in the Five Elements. In this belief system,
everything is judged in relation to five elements: fire, water, wood, metal, and earth. The five
cardinal directions (east, west, south, north, and center) also symbolize these elements, and the
five colors are seen as representing each of these directions. In the Joseon Silloke (the Annals
of the Joseon Dynasty), the term "bangsaek" (meaning "directional color," referring to the
obangsaek) appears as general vocabulary. This means the term has been widely used. And on
a record in the Joseon Silloke, ®(blue-green) treated as a #A. Assuming that the obangsaek
includes only blue, red, yellow, white, and black, obangsaek cann’t be traditional colors because
of extremely rare cases. Provided that A means grue, obangsaek includes almost all high
saturation colors. Therefore it can be judged that simply using jeongsaeks cannot be traditional.
Only when it is imbued with meaning and applied in connection with the Five Elements theory,
the application of the obangsaek can be considered as a continuation of tradition.

keyword
Korean traditional colors, Condition of tradition, Obangsaek, Jeongsaek, Okansaek
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