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Abstract

Arguments for the excellence of sur-tetragonal Hangeul fonts have continued by
many researcher of typography have argued excellence of sur-tetragonal Hangeul
fonts. However, in reality, tetragonal Hangeul fonts have been more frequently
used, and many visual designers have pointed out problems in sur-tetragonal
Hangeul fonts. In this regard, sur-tetragonal Hangeul fonts were compared with
tetragonal ones in terms of identity, practicality, and functionality of Hangeul.

As a result, it has been concluded that in the wake of a leap of logic or a lack of
objective grounds, the arguments in terms of identity were misguided. In term of
practicality, Applying in typewriter and developing new fonts easily were cited as
advantages of sur-tetragonal Hangeul fonts. However, with the development and
distribution of computers, typing of Hangeul cannot cause problems any longer.
Arguments for the convenient development of new fonts can be proper only when
the sur-tetragonal Hangeul fonts can function better than tetragonal Hangeul
fonts. Of course, based on theories of cognition of word shape in the West, it has
been argued that sur-tetragonal Hangeul fonts have better readability. However,
the theories of word cognition turned out to be an unverified hypothesis.

It was hypothesized that characteristics of tetragonal Hangeul fonts with
a great difference in stroke density among syllables would act as cognitive factors
for words. Experiments were conducted to verify this hypothesis. As a result, it has
been confirmed that changes in stroke density also help people recognize words.

After all, if a judgment is made based on the results of existing studies, it can
be concluded that tetragonal Hangeul fonts are relatively superior to sur-tetragonal

ones.
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